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canoe, have the power of going on foot to Detroit, in as great
numbers as they wish, to buy their powder and trouble their
allies. Yet the French desire more than ever to establish De-
troit.

“A canoe which arrived yesterday from Detroit brought the
news that M. de la Forest had already arrived with fifty men.
He had not come to remain, but only came beforehand to hold
a council with the savages. Some time hence there is to come
another French chief, a young man, who has bought all the
movables of M. la Motte, his plate, his cattle, and other prop-
erty ; he has also bought all the land of Detroit. This chief is
to come with four hundred French to build a city, in which,
after four years, they are to sell goods at the same price as at
Montreal. Only two canoes are ordered to come to Michili-
mackinae. Tt is also said that a few persons will steal away,
and come here to settle. This, then, is the preference which
the French give to Michilimackinac. It is because Detroit has
always been a theater of war, and because it always will be so,
that they think only of its establishment. Does our father wish
that we should leave a place of security like this, and go to De-
troit to be killed, ourselves and our children ?

“If our father loves us, why does he not establish us here,
and give us him whom he has so long promised us, to give spirit
to those who have it not, and to strengthen us against our ene-
mies? Does not our father know that all the Outawas of the
great river have returned here, almost all those of Saginaw, and
many of those from Detroit, all except Jean le Blane, whose
wife is already here? Does he not know that all the Outawas
of Detroit had already pitched their canoes, in order to come
here, with half of the Hurons, while the other half of the tribe
were to go to the Iroquois, not considering themselves safe at
Detroit any more than the Sauteurs and the Mississagues, who
all left that place after the attack made by the Foxes? But
when they received the news of the coming of the French, they
resolved to remain.” T could only tell him that you would
know how to reply to him when he should come into your pres-
ence. He said that the only satisfactory reply which his father
could make, was to grant him the commandant who had been
promised long since, and whom he was now going to seek.



